
 

 

 

 

Introducing the CitySingers                   www.citysingers.co.uk 
We are a friendly, non-auditioned, new choir formed in October 2010 primarily from around 16 staff and friends of 
staff from Lancaster City Council. We came together because we love singing but we couldn’t find a choir locally 
that sang the kind of music we wanted to sing. We sing non-religious, non-traditional, music from the 20thCentury 
onwards, including current chart music. Basically we sing songs that most people have heard of and love to sing, 
but arranged in a new fresh way for up to four part harmony by Musical Director Amanda Elsworth-Ross.  
 
Where and when do the CitySingers meet? 
We are lucky to have a great rehearsal space-we meet for practices on Tuesdays at the Town Hall, Dalton Square 
(LA1 1PJ) in Lancaster City Centre 5.30-7.00pm. 
 
Our Songs 
We sing a range of songs that we enjoy and mean something to us. Any member is free to suggest songs that they 
would like to sing and our conductor, singer-songwriter Amanda, will work out whether the songs fit the mix of 
voices in the choir. If there’s a match, and we agree together on a song, she’ll do a special arrangement for the 
group. From French love songs to Disney to Meatloaf to Lady Ga Ga, if it works for us, we’ll sing it! Songs are 
accompanied by piano, guitar or sung a cappella, depending on what we feel is right for the song. 
 
I can’t read music- can I still join? 
Singers of all abilities are welcome to join us. Within the group we’ve developed a good sound from a mix of people 
who have been in choirs before and some who previously only ever sang in the shower, so experience is not 
necessary! Some of us don’t read music, so we work from bespoke lyric sheets rather than sheet music.  
 
Concerts 
We perform twice a year at the Ashton Hall Lancaster and other smaller concerts through-out the year. Concert 
dress is brightly coloured tops and black trousers/skirts. 
 
Subs 
Subs of £15 in cash are paid termly to choir member Fiona and are used to cover costs for music and CDs and black 
choir folders. The only other costs you will incur are for socials. 
 
Rehearsals 
Please arrive as promptly as you can to rehearsals, but we are an inclusive choir and do understand that this may 
not always be possible and do no exclude people who for example, for work or childcare reasons, may arrive later. 
Please let Amanda know if you can’t make rehearsal. Drinking water is provided. 
 
Coaching 
Every member can have extra one-one tuition from our musical director before/after choir or during our break. 
 
Our ethos 
We accept those of all and no faith and on occasion adapt lyrics to remove religious connotations so that they can 
be sung by anyone. In the last part of the winter term we split rehearsals so that in the second half, those that want 
to can sing carols, as we found that some members wanted to sing them. 
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Join Us!  
Now we have established ourselves as a choir we are looking to find some new members. Even if you’ve only ever 
sung in the shower before and do not read music, why not join us? For more information talk to Amanda, find us on 
Facebook or YouTube or see our website www.citysingers.co.uk. All potential new members are free to come along 
to a practice and join us free of charge to see if we’re the right choir for you.  
See what some of our members said about their singing after one term. 
 
Sharon, Lancaster City Council. 
Why did you join the City Singers? As a more relaxed, fun alternative to the more formal choir I was already in and 
to support my colleagues 
What was your musical experience before joining? In the Girls’ Choir at secondary school and then nothing for 20 
something (!) years until joining a local choral society. 
What can you say about your musical experience after a term with the City Singers? 
More experience of being in a small ‘chamber’ choir and doing close harmony/a capella/ modern pieces rather than 
big religious or operatic choruses. 
What you like best about the City Singers? The relaxed atmosphere, the wide ranging mix of music, the people. 
 
Pauline, Retired. 
Why did you join the City Singers? 
I joined City Singers because I really enjoy singing with other people and get a big feel good factor from it. 
What can you say about your musical experience after a term with the City Singers? It is a small friendly choir and 
you don’t feel bad if you get something wrong, or can’t manage something as everyone is very laid back.  
What you like best about the City Singers? Amanda’s very patient and kind and I have grown in confidence as the 
weeks have gone by, and feel that the whole choir has also. 
 
Ruth, Legal Secretary. 
Why you joined the City Singers? I was initially introduced to City Singer by a member as I like a good sing song. 
What was your musical experience before joining? Before joining my only musical experience was singing with my 
cousins (who are more musically talented with regards to playing the guitar, piano etc) and I usually would provide 
vocals for them when they were entertaining and of course singing whilst doing the cleaning! 
What can you say about your musical experience after a term with the City Singers? 
The main thing that has improved is my confidence.  I’m not the most confident person in the whole world and 
singing in public is quite frightening, in fact the concert is going to be quite a challenge for me but since joining I’ve 
learnt to be heard and not fade into the background and I think I’ve learnt a thing or two.  My breathing is better 
and I find my range is much improved. 
What you like best about the City Singers? I love the fact that everyone is lovely, we all sound really good and 
everyone has different tones/ranges to bring to the choir.  After choir I always feel elated.   
 
Fiona, Lancaster City Council 
Why did you join the City Singers?  I joined the City Singers because I love singing – in the kitchen, in the shower, in 
the car, at my desk. But for me it was more that City Singers is for people who love singing rather than people who 
are already great singers that pushed me to join. If I had been required to audition I wouldn’t have made the leap. 
What was your musical experience before joining? I learnt to play the piano and cello while at school and always 
enjoyed singing in church but apart from one brief appearance in the Wizard of Oz at 15 I have never really sang 
outside of my own house (or car). 
What can you say about your musical experience after a term with the City Singers? I didn’t think I was a brilliant 
singer before I started but even I can tell that my singing has improved. I’ve even managed a couple of harmonies 
which I personally find really difficult but practice makes perfect. And I love singing even more than I did before! 
What you like best about the City Singers? The singing of course and the fact that we feel like a really connected 
group of people who are working together at something we enjoy. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-Singers/210711838952526
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-BOPWuycmhv5nM38D1exMA
http://www.citysingers.co.uk/

